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E X AMINE X 
EXAMINED, Ec. 


| HE clergy are a diſtin& body of men 
| fromthe reſt of the world with re- 
ſpect to their profeſſion, and there- 
Ges they require diſtin laws and 
rules to govern and direct them in the diſcharge 
of their duty. 

And this has been the ſenſe of the archbiſhops, 
biſhops, and other men of ſtation in the church, 
who, in the Year 1634, framed a certain number 
of rules, called canons, confirmed by the royal 
ſanction which the clergy were required to ob- 
ſerve, and certainly moſt of them are excellent- 
ly framed for the good order and diſcipline of 
the church, and for the benefit of all the true 
members of it, and had they been carefully ob- 
ſerved and put in force many advantages would 
have ariſen to the church and ſtate. 

And that this was the intent of the Govern- 
ment and compilers of them, will appear from 
the follewing quotation, taken out of the royal 
ſanction, prefixed to them in the Book of Com- 
non. Prayer; — ſtraitly charging and command- 
ing all archbiſhops, biſhops, and all other that 
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exerciſe any eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction within this 


realm, every man in his place to ſee and procure 
(fo much as in them lieth) all and every of the 
fame canons, orders, ordinances and conſtitut;ons, 
to be in all points duly obſerved, not ſparing to 
execute the penalties in them ſeverally mentioned, 
upon any that ſhall wittingly, or willfully, break 
or neglect to obſerve the ſame, as they tender the 
honour of Gon, the peace of the church, tran- 
quility of the kingdom, and their duties and ſer- 
vice unto us their king and ſovereign” —This is 
very expreſs and full---and the reaſon of theſe 
canons is evident and ſtill ſubſiſts---and while 
the reaſon ſubſiſts, ſhould' not the canons ſtand 
in full force---the Honour of Gop, the peace of 
the church, and tranquility of the kingdom are 
ſtill to be regarded—It is ſaid by Mr. Dallas, 
that theſe canons are obſolete—I hope he ſub- 
ſcribed to the firſt four, they ſurely are not ob- 
ſolete, nor are many of the reſt in the judgment 
of the beſt divines; and if they are not, does his 
ſaying, that the fifty-ſecond is obſolete render it 
r 5 
There are many acts of parliament, which 
tho' not ſo ſtrictly obſerved, nor always put in 
execution are yet not obſolete. The act of par- 
liament which ſays that a Papiſt ſhall not be poſ- 
ſeſſed of a horſe of a certain value is ſeldom put 
in force, and yet it may, and actually has been 
executed not many years ago in a neighbouring 
county - becauſe then there was a neceſſity for 
the execution of it. I might inſtance in more 
acts, but the thing is too obvious to be inſiſted 
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Now from this I would infer, that tho' ſome 
of the canons have been diſuſed, yet when there 
is an abſolute neceſſity, they ought to be ob- 
ſerved, and the penalty they impoſe executed 
upon any that ſhall wittingly, or wilfully, break 
or neglect to obſerve them. 

'Tis true a diſuſe of ſome of them, and eſpe- 
cially of the fifty-ſecond, has crept in by degrees 
in ſome dioceſes, tho' in others this canon has 
been ſtrictly obſerved, and particularly in Ra- 
phoe, in Dr. Forſter's time. | 

In the dioceſe of Corke the practice has been, 
for ſome time paſt, to marry in private houſes, 
and the preſent biſhop, when he was a pariſh 
miniſter, obſerved the practice too, tho' perhaps, 
at the ſame time he diſliked it; but it would 
have been impertinent and filly in him, however 
well-inclined to it, to have attempted an altera- 
tion ; but when he was made biſhop of Corke, 
what perhaps he wiſhed to have ſeen obſerved in 
his private capacity he now recommends to the 
clergy in viſitation, who all approved, conſented 
and agreed to it, as very decent and proper to 
be done, 

For if it was not proper to be done, why did 
the clergy conſent to it; why did not they de- 
clare their diſlike of it; and particularly, why 
did not Mr, Dallas exert himſelf then, to hinder 
the obſervation of this obſolete canon ? It does 
not appear that the leaſt objection was made to 
the revival of it. And I am convinced from this 
ſilence, that many of the clergy were glad to ſee 
that antient, uſeful cuſtom revived and reſtored ; 
ſo I think the biſhop ſhould not claim the ſole 
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merit of reviving this uſage, the clergy certainly 
are intitled to their ſhare of it. 

And this uſage, by what I find, was punctually 
obſerved, to the great honour of the clergy of the 
dioceſe, for two or more years, and eſtabliſhed 
into a cuſtom, and I have often heard the biſhop 
and clergy juſtly commended for it. 

But this wholſome uſage, happily eſtabliſhed 
by the conſent of the clergy, was broke through, 
and the good conſequences expected to ariſe from 
it audaciouſly defeated, by a man, who had not 
the leaſt right to officiate in the ſmalleſt matters 
in the dioceſe, much leſs to meddle in affairs of 
the higheſt moment, viz. the ſolemnization of 
marriages; by a man who had been admoniſhed 
by the biſhop, for perhaps very good reaſons, 
not to exerciſe any miniſterial office in the dio- 
ceſe; by a man, who, if public fame be true, 
might have behaved better in every ſtation of life 
he was in. And I wiſh, for the ſake of his gown, 
that he had not given the world ſo much reaſon 
as he has done to have an unfavourable opinion 
of him. 

In one of his letters, ſigned Philadelphicus, he 
expreſſly charges the biſhop with having excited 
an unchriſtian oppoſition and ſhameful contra- 
diction of the clergy to one another, to the grief 
of all honeſt men and good Proteſtants; and 
who, to the joy of our enemies, endeavour to rend 
the church, and to ſet clergymen by the ears 
together---But what a black, gtoundleſs calumny 
is this, as black as he, the author of it. 

Is it not Mr. Dallas does all this ? Has not he 
raiſed and fomented divifions, and ſeems to take 


a pleaſure in endeavouring to ſet the clergy * 
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the ears, by his irregularities, and to raiſe a ſpi- 
rit of unchriſtian oppoſition between them and 
their biſhop, that he may fiſh ſome gain to him- 
ſelf in their troubled waters, and raiſe commiſe- 
ration in weak or miſtaken minds---his begging 
letters ſufficiently atteſt this, ſome of which I 
have ſeen. Did he not act in open defiance of all 
duty and canonical obedience ? did not he open- 
ly deny the biſhop's juriſdiction, as appears by 
his own writings, and then deſcend to the poor 
ſhift of ſaying, his lawyers deſired him to ſay 
ſo? 

And to throw duſt in the eyes of the undiſ- 
cerning, he begins to libel and abuſe the biſhop, 
as if he had tempted him to miſbehave ; and he 
juſtifies his own innocence, by ſaying, he tranſ- 
greſſed no law, or but one of human appoint- 
ment,---What opinion muſt the world have of 
ſuch a man? 

The moſt wicked being in the world, is, by 
way of emphaſis, called, the Calumniator, whoſe 
chief delight and employment is, to tempt, and 
then to miſrepreſent and traduce mortals. 
Pray, If a common ſoldier, or inferior officer 
in the army, diſobeys the lawful orders of his 
ſuperiors, what is the conſequence? Is he not 
juſtly puniſhed ? If a layman tranſgreſſes the ct- 
vil laws openly, and acts in defiance of them, he 
is made to ſubmit, and ſuffer the penalty of them. 
Have not all orders and ſocieties of men, rules to 
direct and reſtrain them ?---And the reaſon is 


wary that all men might ſee their duty before 
nd, and know the penalties of tranſgrefling 
them. Will the clergy alone plead an exemp- 


tion ?---The clergy, who ſhould lead exemplary 
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lives, and let their light ſhine before men,---"Tis 
objected that degradation is not adequate to the 
crime---Can the biſhop help that? Is not that the 
— of the canon? and did not Mr. Dallas 
now this, and yet, wilfully tranſgreſſed it ? 

In the tranſgreſſion of the civil laws, if a man 
ſteals but a ſheep, he will be hanged. In the 
tranſgreſſion of the military or admiralty laws, 
the puniſhments are extremely ſevere, and the 
higheſt officers have been caſhiered---and it is 
neceſſary it ſhould be ſo, on account of the ill 
conſequences that might attend diſobedience. In 
the violation of the College ſtatutes, I am told, 
that a ſcholar will be expelled for breaking a 
lamp, &c. and fellows, and even the beſt men's 
ſons in the kingdom ſuffer the penalties of the 
ſtatutes ; yet few people think theſe puniſhments 
too great, becauſe they know them and ought to 
avoid them, And however ſevere Mr. Dallas's 
puniſhment may ſeem to ſome, yet I have heard 
great numbers of worthy clergymen declare, that 
any clergyman, who behaved in the wilfull, inſo- 
lent manner that Mr. Dallas did, deſerved degra- 
dation, becauſe a crime wilfully committed by a 
clergyman carries in it greater depravity of mind, 
and a higher degree of malignity, than the ſame 
does when committed by a layman, 

And, indeed, I think it appears demonſtrably 
evident, that Mr. Dallas, in his own breaſt, muſt 
be ſelf- condemned, becauſe the nature of the un- 
derſtanding is ſuch, that it muſt aſſent to truth, 
for if it could aſſent to falſhood, it would be in- 
evitably led into error, and Gop might be charged 


with its conſequences, which is impious to ſup- 
pole. The underſtanding cannot but admit, that 


the 
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the whole is greater than a part, that black is not 
white---and if theſe propoſitions are of ſuch a 
nature as require the underſtanding to paſs a judg- 
ment on them, to pronounce them either good 
or bad according to their conformity or diſagree- 
ment to a rule, the underſtanding then changes 
its name and is called conſcience. Now let us 
apply this. Mr. Dallas knew that there was a 
rule made, in the dioceſe of Corke, to obſerve the 
fifty-ſecond canon, and that the clergy promiſed 
to obſerve it, and actually did obſerve it; if 
therefore he tranſgreſſed this rule, he muſt have 
been conſcious to punlelf that he acted wrong in 
tranſgreſſing it, let him fay what he will; it will 
therefore follow that he is ſelf. convinced and ſelf 
condemned. A 
Beſides, his applying to Mr. Freeman to ſpeak 
to Mr. Oliver, for leave to marry him, evidently 

oves the wilfullneſs of the action; and his aſk- 
ing Dean Mead, at Sir John Freke's, if he would 
anſwer the conſequences of his making a ſubmiſ- 
ſion, demonſtrates his conſciouſneſs of the obli- 
gation he was under to obſerve the rule ; for, if 
he was not conſcious of guilt, why ſhould he 
dread the conſequences---if it was ati innocent, 
lawful action, where was the occaſion for fear 


but conſcience, tho' ſtifled and ſeared will have 


bitter intervals; it will accuſe, convict, condemn 
and puniſh, TI age 24 
Mr. Dallas complains, that the biſhop would 
not reaſon with him, and convince him of his 
crime.” att ain n A 8 9 3 
Pray, is that man to be reaſoned with that 
thinks it no crime to break through the eſtabliſh- 
ed rules of a dioceſe ; nay; that defends it as _ 
hoes B a 
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able? Of what uſe or advantage are rules, laws, 
canons, or uſages, if they have no force, but are 
all a dead letter ? This, indeed, would make both 
them and the church ridiculous. Would it ro: 
then be loſt labour to attempt to convince or re- 
claim the man Who «ffirms, that no man is in- 
jured in his good name, property or perſun, by 
that man who invades the right of another, and 
who maintains that ſuch an action, is quite in- 
nocent. Does the othczoully intruding into other 
men's buſineſs, without authority, 1 injure no man? 
Does the tranſgreſſing laws, rules, or cuſtoms, 
injure no man: I This is a new doctrine indeed, 
and we muſt ſwallow it down becauſe Mr. Dallas 
1 Nc. 5 

He likewiſe has the modeſty to ſay, that the 
better ſort of people had for ſome {cores of years 
married in private houſes. Now, the contrary is 
evidently true. It is well known, that while 
Doctor Forſter was biſhop of Raphoe, ſcarce an 
inſtance can be given of any marriage. ſolemnized 
in Church; nay, ſo ſtrictly did he obſerve, this 
rule, that he would not diſpenſe with it, even to 
marry his own brother, the Lord. Chief Juſtice, 
out of church and this is not many ſcore years 
fince---and I. think the Lord Chief Juſtice was 
one of the better ſort---I could give more in- 
ſtances, and even at the preſent, the uſage of 
marrying in church is in many places obſerved in 
the kingdom, and, the good example ſet by the 
dioceſe of Corke, was plauded and followed in 
many places, as Tam ren by men of veracity 
who have been cye- witneſſes of it; and it is 
more than probable chat this commendable ulage 
would have continued many years unbroke thro' 
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had not this diſturber unfortunately come into the 
dioceſe; for the benefced clergy and curates of 
the dioceſe punctually obſerved it. 

And Happe to Mr. Dallas himſelf, if 1 it is hot 
an eſtabliſhed cuſtom among all the proteſtant 
clergy of the kingdoin, that no cle!gyman ever 
does baptize, or marry, out of his own pariſh, 
or where he has no right, without either expreſs 
or tacit leave of the clergyman where he is de- 
fired by the laity to do any duty; becauſe, this 
would be officiouſly intruding into other men's 
buſineſs, which, I believe, is rarely done among 
aby ſet or ſociety of men. 

An officer in the army never does the duty of 
another without being defired---A lawyer never 
appears for another lawyer's client of himſelf; 
or, when does a phyſician viſit the patient of 
another phyſician without being ſent for----- 
There are certain decencies and decorums to be 
obſerved by them all, which gentlemen, and men 
of honour and reputation, ſcrupulouſly obſerve. 
don't remember of a fingle inſtance, except this 
of Mr. Dallas's, of any clergyman's deſiring, or 
preſſing, to do any duty in a pariſh where there 
was even a hint that it would be diſagreeable, 
much ffs where he was forbid, or deſired not to 
do it. And the reaſon is plain, becauſe they are 
gentlemen who know their duty, and have a re- 
gard for their reputation. | 

This gentleman alſo ſeems to have groſly miſ- 
repreſented the nature of chriſtian charity and 
mercy, and wreſts their meaning to ſerve his own 
purpoſe 

It is true, the general ſcope of the Scriptures 
recommend and enforce univerſal benevolence, nor 
is there any one virtue in them fo ſtrongly inſiſted 
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on, as a merciful temper---They abound with 


inſtances; but this extends to men as men and as 


chriſtians ; as men who are all equally the work- 
manſhip of Gop, who ſhould love one another, 
and defire to do all the good to others in their 
wer, 
But does the Scripture any where ſay, that the 
exercile of this virtue ſupercedes the execution of 


public juſtice ; that it diſpences with known and 


eſtabliſhed laws and rules, either divine, civil, or 
eccleſiaſtical ; that magiitrates ſhall-not inflict pu- 
niſhments on tranſgreſſors, that perſons intruſted 


with the execution of laws, and with a ſuperin- 


tending power, ſhall connive at offences, and 
thereby encourage vice. Is not Gop juſt as well 
as merciful] ; juſt in-puniſhing, as merciful in for- 


giving; juſt in puniſhing to the third and fourth 


generation, and merciful in forgiving thouſands 
that obey his commands. And I will ven- 
ture to atfim, from the biſhop's known humani- 
ty, that he did not hate, or perſecute the man, 
but only puniſhed the, willtal offender, | 

The biſhop. is, repreſented by him as a proud, 
cver- bearing man- But the beſt and only way to 


| judge of the moral character of a man, is to ob- 


erve the general tenor of his actions, and his con- 
duct, in all the relations he ſtands with regard to 
the reſt of mankind. Now, examine the biſhop's 
conduct as a biſhop ; as a huſband; as a father; 
as a brother; as a Friend; and it will appear that 
he acts properly and from principle in all theſe. 
One of the firſt men in the kingdom, and diſtin- 
guiſhed for his probity, gave a ſufficient proof of 
his Knowledge and approbation of his principles 
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13 
Leet only his actions, as a biſhop, be inquired 
into, and the more they are inquired into, the 
more will envy and calumny be ſilenced and put 
to ſhame. 1 Hof 
Does he not generouſly diſpoſe of his livings, as 
they become vacant, to the old curates of his dio- 
ceſe; to men of worth, who have been neglected 
by late biſhops---He has eſtabliſhed a noble fund 
for the ſupport of the widows of deceaſed clergy- 
men, now imitated by other dioceſſes; he recom- 
mends it to all his clergy to catechiſe the children 
of their reſpective parithes, and he punctually ſees 
himſelf, by examining them, that they are in- 
ſtructed in the principles of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on at confirmation : Is this the character of a 
proud, over-bearing man? And as to his charity, 
all his neighbours may ſee what vaſt ſums he has 
ſpent in improvements purely to employ poor la- 
bourers, enn Sn 
And it is every- where ſpoke of to his honour, 
that he will not ſuddenly ordain young men, till 
they have given ſome proof of their ſobriety, and 
other qualifications. 2 Is 
It would reflect great honour on the prieſthood 
if this was univerſally obſerved. - How many 
young, unthinking men are ordained before they, 


* 


have fully conſidered the nature and dignity of 
that holy order, Inſtances may be given of young 
men who have done great diſhonour to the gon, 
to the biſhops that ordain them, and to the Chri- 
ſian Religion... : „ 111 
I am ſurprized to find, that Mr. Dallas, in his 
writings, endeavours to brand the biſhop with, 
cruelty, and other hard, names, becauſe he will 
| not 
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not admit idle, unemployed clergymen into his 
dioceſe. e e e e enen, =" 
The canons have wiſely provided, that no man 
ſhall be ordained 4. a nomination 10 4 
cure. Had this canon been obſerved, much re- 
proach and ſcandal would have eſcaped the cler- 
8Y 3 for it-generally happens, that men not em- 
ployed have brought ſcandal on that order of 
men, becauſe when they have nothing to do, and 
are of low fortunes, they too on become meer 
lick-ſpittles, and to oblige men in power, from 
3 they expect favours, proſtitute their holy 

CE, | 4 1 : [CALL 
But Mr, Dallas has got ſuch a habit of dictat- 
mg to his boys, that I verily believe he thinks all 
the world boys, -or old women: Let him fay, or 
write what he will, he thinks to ram it down 
our throats for truth. Had he been a regular, 
good clergyman he would have adviſed Mr. Oli- 
ver and his lady to be married in church, and 
to conform to the uſage of the dioceſe, to have 
ſhewn a good example to others, as he was a man 
of figure, and I dare ſay they would have been 
adviſed. This would have reflected honour on 
him, and might have taken off any ill impreſſion 
which his former conduct had made on people's 
minds ; but this would not anſwer his purpoſe, 
he ſeems to have been reſolved to lay hold on this 
opportunity to aſperſe the biſhop, but for what 
end he knows beſt himſelf. 

The Lord O-—y, patron of Char/eville-ſchool, 
turned him out of the ſchool; yet I never heard 
any man blame his lordſhip for it, and even Mr. 
Dallas ſubmitted, and never drew his pen againſt 

un; 
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him, he loſt a cure in the dioceſe of Chyne, yet 
no one was cenſured for his loſing it. The bis 
ſhop of Cor#e takes notice of his offences and irre- 
gularities, he is the moſt cruel man in the world, 
without bowels, without mercy and charity; nay, 
his very relations, men of the moſt unexception- 
able characters muſt be aſperſed too, and charged 
with giving falſe teſtimony ; and why? becauſe 
the biſhop does his duty, and acts agreeable to 
his ſtation and ſypports his juriſdiction; and be- 
cauſe he will not. diſpenſe withcanons, eſtabliſhed 
rules, and even with the obligation of his con- 
ſcience to humour Mr. Dallas, and fave a lady's 
virgin bluſhes. | 

'Tis true, the beſt of men may do wrong 
things: through miſtake or frailty : we have all 
our unguarded moments, humanum eſt errare, but 
it is our duty to acknowledge our faults, be ſor- 
ry for them, and give ſome ſatisfaction to the 
laws which we have violated; he that covereth 
his fins ſhall not proſper, but whoſe confeſſeth and 
forſaketh them ſhall have mercy, ſays the wiſeſt of 


men. 

But it ſeems it would be a heinous crime for 
a gentleman, (as Mr. Dallas calls himſelf ) for a 
ſcholar, for a man of birth, and allied to the beſt 
families of Corke, to confeſs his crimes and re- 
pent of them: This would expoſe him and do 
diſhonour to the gown---fine reaſoning! A fine 
gentleman, and a fine ſchool-maſter indeed ! 
What notions of virtue, duty, or obedience, will 
this man inſtill into the tender minds of his ſcho- 
lars? who avows it baſe to confeſs a crime, when 


he ſhould whip a boy for concealing one. 
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Keep ſuch a man private, conceal him from 
diſcovered, or give him Gyges's ring, what 
will he ſtick at; aſk him if he committed ſuch a 
crime, or married | any one, not he; God forbid; 
n it fir. 

Is ſuch a man a fit light to ſhine dene men? 
Can ſuch a man be called the ſalt of the earth to 
ſeaſon men with virtue, and keep them from 
corruption, and to turn them from diſobedience, 
to obſerve the rules of decency, order, morality 


and A I: 'uppeal tc to Fn n let them 
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